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Itinerary

Gillespie is a town in Macoupin County with a population of 3190. Coal mining was the primary industry
of Gillespie, bringing many European immigrants to the area to work. Though today the mines are
closed, in their heyday they were considered some of the nation’s largest. You can learn more history of
coal mining in the area at the lllinois Coal Museum at Gillespie.

ATTRACTIONS

ILLINOIS COAL MUSEUM AT GILLESPIE
The mission of The Gillespie Coal Mining Heritage

Commission is to collect, preserve, study, exhibit, and stimulate appreciation for and advance
knowledge of role of coal mining in lllinois.

121 S Macoupin St

curator@gillespiecoalmuseum.org

lllinois Coal Museum at Gillespie Official Website

Canna Theatre of Gillespie



http://www.gillespiecoalmuseum.org/
mailto:curator@gillespiecoalmuseum.org
http://www.gillespiecoalmuseum.org/
http://www.illinoisroute66.org/What-to-See/Details/articleId/4018

Known as the Lyric Theatre until the early 1960s, the Canna Theatre has been redefined as a single
screen movie theater that provides a unique viewing experience. Come and enjoy a movie in a classic
1920s Hollywood atmosphere.

108 E. Chestnut St.

(217) 617-5101

Canna Theatre of Gillespie Official Website

Gillespic Anca Weines

Gillespie, lllinois Route 66 Interpretive Statue
Gillespie Area Mines

Waves of European immigrants poured into Gillespie in the 1880s to work its coal mines. In the early
1900s, the Chicago and North Western Railroad opened four mines to fuel its locomotives. Locals knew
each town by its mine number: Eagerville (No. 1), Sawyerville (No. 2), Mount Clare (No. 3), and
Wilsonville (No. 4). The Little Dog Mine operated here from 1918 to 1968. Although the mines are now
closed, Gillespie still celebrates this heritage each June with Black Diamond Days.

The Mine Wars

Miners' wages dropped due to low coal demand during the Great Depression. In 1932, workers picketed
and organized the Progressive Miners of America Unions at a Gillespie convention. Over the next four
years, 21 members were killed during during conflicts. Their struggle was memorialized in 1936 with the
Mother Jones Monument at Union Miners Cemetery in nearby Mount Olive.

Constant Threat of Death

Miners toiled in perpetual darkness under the threat of cave-ins, gas explosions, or inhaling coal dust
and methane. During the last century, 100,000 coal miners died in America, including more than 400
here in Macoupin County.

MAJOR EVENTS:


https://www.facebook.com/Canna-Theatre-of-Gillespie-105251329576594/?hc_ref=ARTycZFwx931NVo5FVUD2niWZHuoaKuSnImCFqTUWwbxgxaeFmeQP5MoeOTg8cGpCa4
http://www.illinoisroute66.info/gillespie.html

Black Diamond Days

6/1/2018- 6/3/2018

Macoupin County's "Original Festival of Coal", features a Little Miss& Mini Miner contest, Miss Black
Diamond Days Jr. Miss & Black Diamond Days Queen, parade, fishing tournament, Coal Kids Corner, dog
show, washer and cornhole tournament, live entertainment and plenty of food and drinks.

Downtown Gillespie

(217) 839-4888

Black Diamond Days Official Website

BLUE CARPET

CORRIDOR

4 Annual Blue Carpet Corridor Festival

June 8, 2018

The Blue Carpet Corridor, from Chatham down to Collinsville (including Edwardsville), is a unique
section of Route 66 characterized not only by its Mother Road charm, but also its rich mining history
and colorful mobster lore. Route 66 is known for its quirky attractions, roadside hospitality, and
family fun. And on the second weekend in June, the blue carpet will be rolled out to welcome
thousands of travelers.

(618) 307-5049

Blue Carpet Corridor Official Website

DINING



http://www.illinoisroute66.org/Events/Details/ArticleID/5100/IsPreview/true/Black-Diamond-Days
https://www.facebook.com/Black-Diamond-Days-240105016854/
http://www.illinoisroute66.org/Events/Details/ArticleID/4578/IsPreview/true/4th-Annual-Blue-Carpet-Corridor-Festival
http://bluecarpetcorridor.org/
https://www.google.com/search?tbm=lcl&ei=ESH6WZWoLo-wjwOc_a-gAg&q=restaurants+gillespie+il&oq=restaur&gs_l=psy-ab.1.0.35i39k1j0i67k1l2j0l3j0i67k1j0i20i263i264k1j0j0i67k1.182994.184117.0.186510.7.7.0.0.0.0.157.621.0j5.5.0..3..0...1.1.64.psy-ab..2.5.592...0i131k1j0i20i263k1.0.aiwepsjr3og#rlfi=hd:;si:;mv:!1m3!1d60376.024829323665!2d-89.7817371425781!3d39.101770809772646!3m2!1i946!2i468!4f13.1

AMENITIES
City of Gillespie
115 Macoupin Street

CAVAUlLOe,

Cavallo Bus Lines

509 Illinois Ave.

(217) 839-2187

Cavallo Bus Lines Official Website

CLICK HERE Gillespie Google Map

Illinois Route 66 Scenic Byway
700 East Adams

Springfield, IL 62701

(217) 525-9308
info@illinoisroute66.org
www.illinoisroute66.org


http://www.cavallobuslines.com/
https://www.google.com/search?tbm=lcl&ei=wSD6Wf22B4uVmQG3rbqgDw&q=+gillespie+il&oq=+gillespie+il&gs_l=psy-ab.3..0l7j0i67k1j0l2.75347.75347.0.77727.1.1.0.0.0.0.407.407.4-1.1.0..1..0...1.1.64.psy-ab..0.1.402....0.D03OdW4kzXc#rlfi=hd:;si:;mv:!1m3!1d11026.494400944159!2d-89.81776445!3d39.125672!2m3!1f0!2f0!3f0!3m2!1i317!2i342!4f13.1

